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Mr. Merrick's published contributions to chemistry have been in the 
form of short notes on working processes, rather than the results of any 
extended investigations. His extended investigations, the most prom- 
inent of which are on the nature of aniline black, on nickel-plating, 
and on bronzing articles of iron by coating them with linseed-oil and 
then subjecting them to a high temperature, have never been published, 
except in the records of the United States Courts. It was largely 
through his exertions that the optical method of testing the value of 
sugar has been introduced into commercial use in this city. 

Besides his contributions to chemistry, he wrote many articles for 
the daily papers on matters of passing interest. 

He was an active member of the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, and wrote and published a valuable essay on the cultivation 
of the strawberry. He also made a number of experiments on the 
production of wine from our common American grapes. 

In 1875 he was elected a member of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. 

In 1874 he published, under the title of " Nug» Inutiles," a col- 
lection of translations into Latin of many of the popular songs of 
the day. 

Quiet and reticent in his manners, few were admitted to his intimate 
friendship, and it was only after long acquaintance that his worth was 
appreciated. Ambitious to do thoroughly good scientific work, he was 
hampered by the necessity of struggling for a living, and he had just 
commenced to see his way clear before him, when a promising career 
was cut short by his sudden death. He died at Walpole on the 25th 
day of February, 1879, of pneumonia, after a short illness, having been 
previously worn out by watching at the bedside of one of his children. 

He was married in August, 1863, to Fannie, daughter of Smith 
Gray, of Walpole, who, with three children, survives him. He was 
the last surviving member of -his immediate family, an only brother, 
his father, and his mother all having died within a few years. 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN THOMAS. 

Benjamin Franklin Thomas was born in Boston, on Feb. 12, 
1813, and, entering Brown University at the age of thirteen, graduated 
there in 1830. He studied his profession at the Law School of Har- 
vard College, remaining there until 1832. Choosing Worcester as his 
residence, he was long distinguished as a member of the bar of that 
county, and held various local offices of honor and trust. In 1842 he 
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was a Representative from Worcester in the Legislature of the State, 
and from 1844 to 1848 was Judge of Probate for the county of 
Worcester. 

In 1853 he was appointed a Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court of 
Massachusetts. He held this office for six years with distinction, and 
then resigned it, and, coming to reside in the neighborhood of Boston, 
began, as a member of. the bar in that city, a long, honorable, and 
profitable career, which ended only with his death. 

During this period he was for one term, from 1861 to 1863, a mem- 
ber of the national House of Representatives. In 1868 he was nomi- 
nated by the Governor to the office of Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Judicial Court, to succeed Judge Bigelow ; but a strong opposition, on 
political grounds, prevented his confirmation by the Council. He was 
also invited to a chair at the Law School of Harvard University; 
but while he did not accept this position, he consented to deliver lec- 
tures at this School, and also at that of the institution in Boston. 

He died at his summer place, in Beverly, Mass., Sept. 27, 1878, at 
the age of sixty-five. 

Judge Thomas was a man who would have been distinguished in 
any community. He is worthy of special commemoration upon the 
records of this Academy, as one of the few men of his profession who 
have combined devotion to their calling, and success in it, with the love 
and study of philosophy and literature. What is not so rare, but is 
rarer than it should be, they were combined also with the preserva- 
tion of the ardent affections and the wholesome instincts and tastes of 
a generous nature. 



ASSOCIATE FELLOWS. 

WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 

The death of William Ccllen Bryant removed from the list 
of our associate members one of the most eminent names in the annals 
of American literature. The familiar phrase of Tacitus has rarely been 
applied with more justice than it may be to Mr. Bryant : " Felix non 
vitas tantum claritate, sed etiam opportunitate mortis." For he died, 
not only full of years and full of honors, but before age had wasted 
his faculties or diminished his powers of service. He had lived long 
enough to enjoy his O'vn fame, and to be assured that his name would 



